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Abstract:Objective To explore the expression of 1L.-33 in patients with cryptococcal meningitis. Methods 28 patients with
cryptococcal meningitis admitted to Shanghai Changhai and Changzheng Hospital and 30 healthy controls from May 2008 to
September 2014 were enrolled. Peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) were separated. I.-33 mRNA expression was
determination by quantitative real-time PCR. Serum I1.-33 level was determined by ELISA. The percentage of Thl and Th2
cells was detected by flow cytometry,and their relation with serum 11.-33 was analyzed. Results 11.-33 mRNA and protein
level were both increased in patients with ryptococcal meningitis (2. 140.9 vs 1.0£0.2,U=136.0, P<<0.001;121. 2+
59.2 vs 56. 7419. 7,U=141. 0, P<C0. 001) , compared to healthy controls. The percentage of Thl cells (4. 1+£1.7 vs 5. 9%
1.6, U=191. 0, P<C0.001) was decreased and Th2 cells (2. 840.9 vs 2. 240. 8,U=288. 0, P<(0. 05) was increased.com-
pared to healthy controls. Furthermore, serum I1.-33 level was positively correlated with Th2 cells (R=0. 69, P<(0.001).
Conclusion IL.-33 may be involved in the pathogenesis of cryptococcal meningitis.
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